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“How may a weak, perverse, and guilty sinner find a gracious God?” 

-Martin Luther 

 

 “Its design couldn’t be simpler.  One beam horizontal, the other 

vertical.  One reaches out like God’s love.  The other reaches up as 

does God’s holiness.  One represents the width of his love, the other 

reflects the height of his holiness.  The cross in the intersection of 

both.  The cross is where God forgave his children without lowering 

his standard. ”   -Max Lucado, speaking about the cross  

 

SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT (OLD TESAMENT) 
 13 “ 'If the whole Israelite community sins unintentionally and does what is 

forbidden in any of the LORD's commands, even though the community is 

unaware of the matter, they are guilty. 14 When they become aware of the 

sin they committed, the assembly must bring a young bull as a sin offering 

and present it before the Tent of Meeting. 15 The elders of the community 

are to lay their hands on the bull's head before the LORD, and the bull shall 

be slaughtered before the LORD. 16 Then the anointed priest is to take some 

of the bull's blood into the Tent of Meeting. 17 He shall dip his finger into 

the blood and sprinkle it before the LORD seven times in front of the 

curtain. 18 He is to put some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is 

before the LORD in the Tent of Meeting. The rest of the blood he shall pour 

out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the Tent of 

Meeting. 19 He shall remove all the fat from it and burn it on the altar, 20 and 

do with this bull just as he did with the bull for the sin offering. In this way 

the priest will make atonement for them, and they will be forgiven.” 

Leviticus 4:13-20 

 

Atonement:         

 

SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT (THE CROSS) 
The Object of the Sacrifice 

Our Identification with the Sacrifice 

The Extent of the Sacrifice 

Key Scriptures 

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified freely 

by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. God 

presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He 

did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left 

the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- he did it to demonstrate his 

justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those 

who have faith in Jesus.  –Romans 3:23-26 

 

But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.  Since we have now been justified by his blood, 

how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him! 

 -Romans 5:8-9 

 

God made him who had no sin to be sin for us  -2 Corinthians 5:21 

 

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as 

an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  -1 John 4:10 

 

Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again 

and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 

But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat 

down at the right hand of God. Since that time he waits for his enemies to 

be made his footstool, because by one sacrifice he has made perfect 

forever those who are being made holy.  –Hebrews 10:11-14 

 

For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him [Christ], and 

through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds 

because of your evil behavior. But now he has reconciled you by Christ's 

physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without 

blemish and free from accusation--  -Colossians 1:19-22 

 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God.  –Ephesians 5:1-2 

 

 


